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A NEW HOUSE IN AN ESTABLISHED NEWTON,
MASSACHUSETTS, NEIGHBORHOOD IS DESIGNED
TO GIVE AN ACTIVE FAMILY ROOM TO GROW,
PLAY, AND GATHER — INDOORS AND QUT

WRITTEN BY JILL CONNDRS « FPHOTOGRAPHED BY MECHAEL F. LEE
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The fa m I ! y peofessional couple with three

ehildren under age 10, wanted ®hat would feel like a vacation house
and T like a Mrever hoiiae, “We'dl heen |l\.'m-!li|l|.,‘ aronnd I:'ii-'l.llﬂ.l'h' for
sonmeelhing we coubd bufld from serabeh, so we could design a houses
close Lo what would be the perfiect sebup for owr faaily, especlally as
they grow.” says the homeowner.
They were lving in & Viclarias hotise they had finlshed renovating
I 20608 |mone althe most desimble nelghboroods in Newton, Masia-
clauseits, when a nearby Lo3-nere comer lod with

':5_"""‘1"'" more Lthan the average amount of backyasd came
ARCHETECTURE on the market. Seeing the opportunity to ereabe
& IHTEREGES

the house of Lheir dreams, they boughl the prop-
efly ln B000 and began a two-year planming and
design process with their design beam: anciuibect
Trefl LaF leche of LD Archliecture & Inferiors in
Cambridge, Massachasetls, istecior desipner 110
Liteser Baplan of Jil Litner Kaplan Interion in
Mewton, asdl lanclecape archibed Matthew Can-
mlegham of Matthew Cuanningham Landscape
Dussien in Melrose, Massachosetts. “Everything
we Lhought shout for this house,” says the owner, “was through il
family mse of the space.™

“Thiie was in opportumnity for mot oaly & bigger house buft alao
higger property,” says LaFleche, “The property itself drove a kot of the
deslgm,” He optimized the corner lecation with a triangalar foeob prist
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HATURAL LEGHT ABOUMDS in the kicchen and adjoining breakfast area o),
whem eaberior snd interior windews oreane 3 brighs space enhanced by the
podishad-granite on the 11-foot islesd, see-thenugh bar szooks, and mirored
top panels in the cabinet doon. Traditional forms such s gassbrel gables
and & min of cedar shingles, stone. and standing seam copper on the sreet
Faeade ramona) ereate visual interest and doenplay the boow's volume.
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Loncscape desgner Maithew Cunningtam's esvironmentally sound appeoach to this property is also bow-masiesance., Workieg with

land scape cemtrmctar Phil Masreanni of Walehess, Mage chusees, hi inceeparated 5 iteilaks, 5 3 400-anlcm
rairainr-capiere sesiem that irmigates the property, and seas of pes stone thet allcaw surface water 1o p lase inte the watershes. Food
wnigrres bor ek e nclude |oe- and highe-bush blues ey, wleasrmiom, ard biodlp The ok well conrmies now that the swners hiree purchassd
an adjsorsd kot and are ¢ olabonatieg with Cunningham, srchitect Teof LaFlechp, sreed intaror designes lill Liner Kaplan on the fest gheass ol

the prodect: o brger pool Roise fudith '_lll';l-:.,-l.i:q,l ani mnniscourts, aed more landscaped areas wiih heldsoone ||..|||-\. e S NTET

Sanl nalng g

ane & garage leve | bl inka Lhe domwmmn HI-hll.]:El“_‘ lst, By placing the
hll'll:-ﬂ"..'\:'r_l, nignr the street (nllownhle becsise ||I.-:'|'|r|rjll'|‘|;'¢' k= nm =alcl
bot,”™ as defined by locul zonkng |} with the Proat hesde turned norths
porthwesl, hewas able L maximize L glgze of Che backyand and gve
all L poaims Laal Tuee JL fsoubhe e eXpmsuane,

In that brightoess, all the key TamBly Hving spaces pne foond. “We
live inour kitchen, [E% the area where evervone congregabes,” says the
bomeowner, who can dsee Lhe Tmily rocm, breaklhst acea, screened
poreh, nnd backyasd lbons the vianbage podnt of the Kileton s sLanming
1=l |||I:|.[|:'|:|| s I"E'|'“I falnml. “The kit |h.-r|||.I||t|:|.||u|.'I FEHHT] AT
definitely the heart of the bome,” says Kaplnn, who hnd worked with
Lee coapale an the iplerior design ol Lheir peevious ouse, She ected
Heoge apaces willy kil fricsdly paltersis vl sarfaees, such ns Beat. fnb
rbes and rugs that nre ns pood for hiding stnkns as they are Bor estab-
lEshing a sophistiented loak.

Theoughout the first Noor, Kapdnn lavered beglures am pallerns
prousded inp noibeal paletbe of taapo, gray, grelge, sen-Foam grocs,
nrexl wal Fy hlise, nddie 1 visand sl mulatlon with averybiing fram i he
trihind pilow prtterns of the mestdin room to the entigue suzani-uphbol-
sbered bench in the emwbrys I8 ilsowns imporbant 1o mease vorile pieces
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Plagful Profile

Froan Lhe clicils” previeins hoise, =We started ihe pEcieel with the
intention of using nx much of the exi=ting furmiture ns possible,” says
Kaplan, *whether thal meanl re-aphalstiering of repurposing fursiture
o give it o new bease onlife.” Such transitions were facilitated by the
Viclorian referemies LaFlrehe |l'|]|_'\-|_'|r:| inifis Lhe mrchblectars] detalls.
“The couple wanted two things with inberent differences,™ he eays,
“the traditioanal fecling of thelr previous Late- 1ih-century house and
the conlempomry openness o a pew howse, My sobublon was Lo use
otz af moulding but with refined profiles that are more mosalithie in
their charscter, IL's the lavering althe mouhling that creates prandenr
radhier Uhan Mossleess.” Wellen Construction of Marlborough, Massa-
chuselis, experily exeouted the plans,

In thicle ol kouse, chilifren's bedrooms were on different Boors.
Now, al the owners” reguest, gl bedrooms ooy thee same level and
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Archinect Treff Lafleche |:|.|_-|.-$r|-|_=d the mouldng in this
s w0 giwe i the appearance of iraditional inm with 2
ConlErsporary o, The simraay baluscer exemplifies the
Balines as the simple shape sugges boch dassic feem
and sinimalist restrsinl Aiouch of play®siness i present
an negatvg and poditive gpaced imeiet. Sap LaFleche,
' like £he dravang of the fwo candlevbicks. What e
ot focusing on — the figure or the woid |
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ench room has o distinctive ceiling treatment., firom Ehe canogeye-like
effiect in the master to the bofted play spaces el the clidldren’s rooms.
Hewever, It Is the three-season sereened porch and the backyand
that truly satisfy the owsers” wish lst. Topped by o copper anbon-
shaped dome, the porch {which the wibie tays (= ber Bnvarile room) has
all the eomborts of o fmdly space hat the rustbe charscter of a vaca-
thon house, with cedar walls an ceiling, stone Breplace and Aoor, and
sereen pancls, Better still, 1t's a distinctive segue from house to yard,
where Cunmingham s landscape design provides the rest of the one-
bsouse-does-it-nll package: a pool. spa, and garden set amig native
plant species, evergreen trees, and feldstors paths and
walls. “The Ides was to make this as mach as possible

FOE S0 BT
Div&ILE, [Eke: @ sy plase,” says Lhe omeowner. Dream home,
Eounces dream gelaway. all in one. &
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