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Special Focus:

TRENDS & TRENDMAKERS

Vivid color. attention-
grabbing texture and
fearless individuality

are a few of the hot new
developments in home
architecture and interiors.
Mew England's design
experts give us preview of
these trends—and a whole
lot more. By Regina Cole
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ArChitE‘CtE] interior designers and showroom

gwmiers can tell us what sorts of changes to
expect in the world of design becanse they
exeabe the trends that shape the Industry.
Since change k2 life's ame gheem, we pay spe-
cial attention to these trendmakers; they not
only kncnw what we can expect to see in the
futare, they can also tell us why

We chatted with some of Mew England's
est incdustry professtonals to pet 2 smeak
|:-q:-k ar what's ahead. They see o complex
landscape in which increasingly sophiati-
cated homeowners are eager to incorporate
trends from the worlds of scence and art,
x5 well as design, into their |:|..:.'.];.I lives, but bo do =0 in entiraly
individual ways

One trend chearly demonstrates that sensitivity to the emd-

ronrnEnt i Erowing

“Char clients are well schooded in matters of energy conser
vation; they come to us with a high bevel of knowledge,” says

TEPHAMIE HOROWITE of ZeroEnergy Diesign, a Boston
architectural firm that specializes in green architecture and
mechanbcal design. “We are getting requests for root cellars,
to aagenent food storage upstairs, as part of a general move
|-:|'.u.|||"| |:|||.'r|:".l|i.-|3\-:‘| :’-\.r|f-'iu|:-|-'.-:".r|!|.':|l'.-

High-performance Buropean windows, enengy monltoring
systems and passive house technalogy are all strong trends that

comtinue to gain traction. Passivhaus, a ratings system developed

in Germany, applies especially stringent standards. "1t a great
fit in & cold clirmate whien pou can get free heat from the sun,
ays Horowdte. “For many, a passive house is an aspirational goal,
It it & widely emnbraced poal”

The envirenmental concerna of today's bomeowners fined

expressions from structure 1o the surface finishes of most
products. “We see a lot of interest in low-VOC preducts; people
care about how much their paints or carpets are off-gassing.”
aavd SHANMON ALTHER of TMS Architects of Portsmouth
Mew Hampehire, “They also ke to re-use old building parts
sl |'|ing that was espoused but seldom done until now, espe-
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Walker belse
new architectoral forms is over. "3.5 unger people wiha haye
meney feoam high-tech or medical cechnolo £ Industries embimcs

for the first time, we see az much inkeress in

mers want the iby that rormen
home. Baston inferior designer JILL LI
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BIGHT. A dining room by Providence devigrer Kelly
Tuphe thcars the verwasility of today's LED lighting,
LEFT LEDS aie o iritearnental in § isiugenss

ol it Rtures duh i ese Tedh Lightng
sy, soording bo Liscls Liphlisng's Lucy Dearbodm.
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stybe. It nsed to be mmtlhmg v b to e & taste for; o
people embraoe what was exclasive befare.”

Shse likens teday’s intevior design trends ko the way couture
trickles down to affect mass fachion. "Choice and exchasive
designs are very quickly reinterpreted and produced for a mass
market.” Baplan says. "Aong with that comes mcne of a ten-
dency to mix kigh and low.”

ANTHOMY CATALFAND of the epenymous Commomeealth
Avenue, Boston, firm echoes Walkker when be sees the same
v toward texture from his perspective as an interior
designer. “Additionally, color is coming back in a big way,” he
says. "Brighter, more saturated colors, partioalarly torquodse, ot
pink and emerald green, will be mars and more popular. People
wirt & bit of sparkle, voo—a littbe metallic & funl®

KELLY TAYLOR, who operates her interiar design firm out of
Providence, says that the shift toward sustainability s driving
the bigpest design trends. “We lost 100-watt incandescent bulhs
in 3012, which encouraged manufacturers to ramyp up Inpovas
thomn with LED lights,” she saps.

“Rectzsed LED lighting is amazing now,” Taylor continaes.
“Woa end up with a better look, much better quality than with
the ald incandescent recessed lighting, and you replace bulbs
every five years instead of every six months. When you lock up,
you see glass, not a bulb and space around it. And the light is so
mruch nicer and richer.”

Shee notes that while the new lghting technology was arigi-
nally most suited to modern atyling, the industry is evelving to
the point where traditional designs can now make use of it, too,

“The emergence of energy efficency and LED Bghting makes
the world more fan if pou're in the Hghting world,” adds LUCY
DEARBORN, prexident of Lincla IJme:Ihg in Lyma, Masaschu-
setts. “You pet B percent energy savings with very little emds-
glon of heat in & small package, and it lasts a long time. And, LED
kighting can easily be colored.”

Dearborn sees the new technology driving a creative evolution
in which traditional lighting forms reemerge. “Everything was
recessed im the "Tls and 805, Mow we are seeing Intertor d'.g-.:lsn-
irs, architects and homeowners walng decorative lighting -
tuares again, They are returndng to lighting net anly for function,
bt also for decorative elements. [ am happy to see wall scomces
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refuming, she says, "as well as chandeliers in powder reoms”

Dearborn points out that the trend towards better technalogy
and mare decorative foetares richby benefits home decors. “Lany-
ering s 20 much more desimble than a slngj.t siErE o I|g'||: T,

Builders, perhaps more than athers, are catering to the high-
tech trerd. “A lot of lighting—and everything else—is getting
simarter, says JOHN KRLSE, vice president at Boston's Sea
Dar Construction. ~More and more functions of the howse ane
becoming accessible from cell phones and tablets. Homeowners
all want to ran thelr summer houses from thely 1Pads when
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thiey e not there.”

Energy conservathon ig an increasing part af his ndustry.
“Partly people are changing partly it's because building codes
are. There are much better products for air sealers, min barriers
ardd exteTior systemns.

MARC KAPLAN of Sapford Custom Bullders in Wellealey
Hills, Massachusetts, adds that while houses remain Large, they
are becaming mare intimate. “We are building fewer cavernous
twioestory roams, b savs.

TRACY DAVIS, principal of the Portland, Maine, interior
design firm Urhan Dwellings, talks about a growing trend toward
individuality that cats across the stylistic spectrum. “People
want something unbque, not what they have seen in someone
elie's home,” she says, “That can lead to Intereeting rew ways of
using familisr things"

A histaric artifact might be reparposed iy an unexcpected
muanmer, Davis says. “For example, someons may find a relic and
dix soameethéng Hhe Eashibon it inte a table or a lamgp, My clients
are drawn to classic modern pheces ke Eames chairs, but they
want to use them in new and imaginative ways. [ have ohserved
a stromg interest in modernism, but there is nothing dogmatic
aboart "

JOHN ALTOBELLD sprees. As a partner in KOG de Mende,

a virtual design center for interior designers, architects and
private collectors, he brings topether the curated, sdectic mix of
producs favored by today's cogmoscentl. “People have become
mare comfortible mixing antiques with contemporary pheces,”
he say=. “[t's not all or nothing—either modern or traditional.

I see a kind of fearlessness, even audacity, in how homeowners
want to Bee”

An exaenple of this kind of bravado, Alicbello aays, ks & roam
whaose traditional architecture plays off against modern furni-
ture. “Today's hameowmer [ikes simple, chean lines, but has not
lost imterest in the beautiful ormamentation of the past,” he says.
“1 sev & predilection for chean lnes, which can go hand in hand
with a bald, individualistic decor”

That penchant for the best of the old without dependence on
historicism is driving the latest trends in surface finishes, imchad-
ing brass. While we have seen & preference for brushed nichel
and aged-bronze metal treatments {n recent years, JEFFREY
HELSOMN aof Brassworks in Providence says that he sees a
reemerging taste for the look of brass. “Polished brass is making
a stromg comeback,” he says. “The big difference is in the fnish,
Where a laceeer findsh s traditicnal, in recent years we have seen
the design industry favor an oiled fnigh, which looks as though
the brass had aged for some time. Today we are secing mone
and mmore Pml'rulnm.'l.l opt for brass with wased finishes, This
vy, the Birusa can ape naturally, but the loolk i gently patinsted,



‘Waned beass is Snding more favor thae lecquened
ar pled Prishes, says Jeffroy Malvan of Providende’s
Brasssais,

nither dark and dull nor bright and shimy”

e sews this frend across the board, even
in lock sets, doorknohs, dirawer pulls and
ADCE e

“Wie see 2 srong demand for indoor-ouldodr
products,” gage LYHN DAYTON of the Welletley,
Blasgnrbmysetts-hated Carter Dayton Home, &
et oot e eanagpes woith Boston dessgner
MICHAEL CARTER. "We are ==lling a kot of
wicker, along with indooss-ovtdoor fbeics and
acpeasories, which are not necessarily being used
outdoors,” che anye. “There 2 & saong trend
tewnrd the spirit of outdoor living, even if it
ralene place indoors”

Like her pesid, Laytan balisyas that, for Has
timie being, vanilla interiors are aver. “There 18
alat of cabor: orange will ba very big, as we=ll &
pinks and a stvong emerald green.”

Monogramming l4 enjoying & resurgence @ populariey, Day-
won sy Tt underscores the indnvidualistic ways in which people
kikoe o decerate ther homes. Technolbogy has a strong bearkng on
it trend, botauss embeoidery B petting s rmunchs better”

She, o0, nothoes 5 renewed penchant foe texture mm all apcts
of decor, whidch inchades rugs. “We are petting away from wall-to
wall carpeikng pmi.dr aze really into rags a-'g:.lu.'

RAHMLD JAFRI, primcipal &t Dover Rug, agress. "Rioge ars
thee artivtic arena of home fermiching,” he caye. “For the firet timin,
hiom powners want nugs that will powith what they already heves
u.m}. - I-:-,|:; 8 PR i it dops not go with their cortains and thedr
furnkshilnga ™ Thia diffecs from a traditional decoeating appraac i
which 2 risg was the famping-off peint for color selections, “Every
penmration defina its taste and style,” Fafr says, “The big shifs
noiy 18 toavard & mere tmnsitional and contemporary loalke. Gaudy
cubars are cut: gimple, clean lines are In. This was onoe & very tra
dhtdomal markss, hat the carpet rétailers whi are doing well lave
rerrenited Chetnselves to meet the new demands”

Jaldd -c-.-,pblnt il dio o Cominin arad ptﬁl.'u!a.'. fispoed laee
drven i the prics o bangd kot ied rups. “Tufted TUES ane
beginring 1o tike Kty place: we will 1w 2 bot of hand tafting ia
the niear future.”

i, fon, tevs etrong colors leading our way. "We see hifty
srades of pray now, be says with a langh, “as well ac safer coloss
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codors, i partioalar o deep mine geeen '
“Yug, pur paletie is hecorming meme camplex,” agrees
DONKA VEMEGAS of Venegas and Company, a design
studio leested inthie Baston Desipn Center that spe-
clalizes Io astem cabinetry for the private resldence,
“Heulrals are sl impormant, bt oo we bove tetrs
Partly that's becavse clisnissire experimenting with
more materials. Inany given kitchen, we mighs see
mitk naint combined with peseter or stone, with metal
on the counter. The complexity of the palette is in
lezeping with 2 trand towmrds staplification. We see a
livt Less acdrmmnant 1m the kibchan
The kitchen, which cantinuss o grow in bmpar-
tance as the heart of the home, is also growing in size.
“We see these wide-open spaces,” Venagas explains.
That trend extends beyond the kizchen.
“BAnre peonls are nal daing formal i;p-:'nlrﬁ."sn:.w-
MEREDITH BASGUE of PlaiselaBasqise, 4 Full-
service design frm located in Boston's South End,
“lhey are more Bamily fri=ndly”

She recalls the strictly sepregated interiors of
yoe "When [ grew up, there were rooms pow
couldin't go in; thiey rnlg'lrr &3 vl hawes had & red FOMA BCYDER

the deorway, as in museuma, Today's family wants 2 well-done,
Livable houss that ages well”

She, ton, s=== a2 grawing calor trend.

“Colors are more satorared again. We see joswd tomes coming
back into favar, bot dome for today’s taste. One of the tends is
o sbrdwted, oy ambed calors”

IAMCY TWIENER, one of the covmera af DesignSourceCT, 4 vas
pi-the-trade design center in Hartfosd, Samnectioor, says that an
overall trend towmrd more bransitionall and csual furnishings has
beean gathoring cteam. “Ewen in Hew England, the lind of steady
Inabits, wir rarely hove o cll for eschesiveby traditional fuenitore,”
whi AAYa, “Fawaibc :-||'!,'.'+1-| atill brchuide .’h'ri-:‘ll_'ﬁl:l:":'!.' Fel ooy 1I|'.'|'\;|-]-
gteced hesdboards amd fully upholeered beds are very popalar, in
keeping with the less formal, homey boek:

“Wall coveringys are becoming very popalar again; especially
grasscloths,” she adds. “Are rugs ave far more popular than wall-
teramill r:.l'pering_‘ shie nates, -:rJa.:lng the obsermtions of other
induerey profecaiomala, “Tn new pylon GBbers, we now soe the loolk
off gizal withour the drashuecks of natural utes or emp, which

Fi=id ey parbiculary B4 deh crsnped snd Bl of

¥hsas brice: Trorm Dwell 155 Maetaen Birigaicis ulten.res:.dr.mn tagh exture and are nt stain resitant.
aderdian P Rnlsert ABen. artl S LiRu Homa wisner also conours with other pros that coler i poised ta
caticn pillaws. Trom Peovet House in Connegliut, are make a comneback “We are still sesing 2 strong demand for new-

il imcrvarding facr, trals, espedally gray,” she says. "But there i 2 stronp resumpeni
im all shades af blue, like masyp mioeed weeth marine bhee mised with
pray, For accent oolor we see clins and petaimma, or poral”
Bright colors, sarface teaiare and a deep environmenal sens-
tivity will guide consamers ax they make thoughtful dhetoes in the
coming year. Whils trends come and go, understanding the decper
bsues bahind the siyles makes sensitee homememers part af the
changee that maks the word better and more beautiful. «
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